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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the applicants' communication filed on 
8/17/2006; Claims (1,4, 6, 7,14,15,16 and 17) have been amended and entered into 
record on 8/17/2006. In virtue of this communication, claims 1-17 are currently 
presented in the instant application. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of paper submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. This application is a 371 of PCT/IB 
05/506000 on 02/17/2005 and claims to foreign priority number United Kingdom 
0403971 .5, filed on 02/24/2004. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings submitted on 8/17/06. These drawings are reviewed and accepted 
by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-5, 11-12 and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being 
anticipated by Hon et al. (US Patent Number 7,158,779 B2) 

As to claim 1 , "A method for controlling the communication functionality of a 
mobile phone comprising: providing (104) configuration data" and "receiving (108) 
configuration data" Hon discloses (Col 2, lines 64-67, the data is rendered on a small 
display. One aspect of the present invention allows a user to provide speech as a form 
of input into the phone, thus bypassing the cumbersome task of entering equivalent text 
and Col. 4, lines 31 -38, FIG. 3 is a plan view of an exemplary embodiment of a 2G 
phone 81 .Phone 81 includes a display 82 and a keypad 84. Generally, phone 81 
includes circuitry to make voice calls through a voice channel pictorially illustrated at 87 
as well as send and receive digital data via a data channel pictorially illustrated at 85), 
wherein sending and receiving digital data from mobile phone to be used for phone 
setting; 

"Controlling (1 1 0) of voice transmission functionality of the mobile phone 
according to the configuration data" Hon discloses (Col 3, lines 51-54, Referring now to 
FIG. 2, a block diagram illustrates the functional components comprising the mobile 
device 30. A central processing unit (CPU) 50 implements the software control 
functions) and (lines 64-68, Default values for configuration options and other variables 
are stored in a read only memory (ROM) 58. ROM 58 can also be used to store the 
operating system software for the device that controls the basic functionality of the 
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mobile 30 and other operating system kernel functions) , wherein CPU control basic 
function as voice transmission function and other functions according to receive data. 

As to claim 2." wherein the configuration data is received via the user interface of 
the mobile phone" Hon discloses (Col. 4, lines 22-25, Using wireless transceiver 52 or 
communication interface 60, speech data is transmitted to a remote speech server 204 
discussed below and illustrated in the architecture of FIG. 5), wherein the configuration 
data is received through communication interface. 

As to claim 3," wherein the configuration data is received via a network serving 
the mobile phone" Hon discloses (Col 2, lines 21-25, A call is made from the 2G phone 
to a telephony server over the voice channel, the telephony server being remote from 
the 2G phone and adapted to process speech. The speech is transmitted from the 2G 
phone to the telephony server), wherein telephony server is network server. 

As to claim 4, "wherein the availability of the voice transmission functionality is 
controlled by impeding access to said functionality" Hon discloses (col. 8, line 67 and 
col. 9 lines 1-8, although a data channel for connection to a network such as the 
Internet is available and a separate voice channel for making calls is also available, 
these channels cannot be accessed simultaneously. As a result, multimodal 
interactions that require data and voice channels must be performed sequentially, a 
termed known as sequential multimodality), wherein the availability of the voice 
transmission functionality is operated sequentially by the function. 

As to claim 5, "wherein impeding comprises prompting the use of an alternative 
transmission functionality" Hon discloses (col. 2, lines 1-4, The method includes 
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receiving a web page from a web server pursuant to an application through the data 
channel and rendering the web page on the 2G phone. Speech is received from the 
user corresponding to at least one data field on the web page. A call is established 
from the 2G phone to a telephony server over the voice channel), wherein web page is 
alternative transmission functionality herein. 

As to claim 1 1 ," A system for controlling the communication functionality of a 
mobile phone comprising: an interface (202, 204) arranged to enable a controller to 
input configuration data" Hon discloses (Col. 4, lines 22-25, Using wireless transceiver 
52 or communication interface 60, speech data is transmitted to a remote speech server 
204 discussed below and illustrated in the architecture of FIG. 5), wherein the 
configuration data is received through communication interface; 

"A data terminal (208) operable to receive the configuration data from the 
interface and to communicate the configuration data to a network" Hon discloses (Col.1 
line 67 and col. 2, lines 1-4, The method includes receiving a web page from a web 
server pursuant to an application through the data channel and rendering the web page 
on the 2G phone), wherein data channel through Web server and rendering on mobile 
phone; 

"A network (210) comprising a base station (212) operable to receive the 
configuration data and to communicate with a mobile phone" Hon discloses (col. 7, lines 
34-37, As illustrated in FIG. 5, device 30, 2G phone 81 , web server 202, telephony 
voice browser 212 and speech server 204 are commonly connected and separately 
addressable through a network 205),wherein based on Fig. 5,those skilled in the art can 
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easily understand the base station is part of packet switched data network to 
communicate with 2G phone; 

"A mobile phone (214) operable to communicate with the base station and to 
control the availability of its voice transmission functionality according to the 
configuration data" Hon discloses (col. 7, lines 44-49, Rather, speech server 204 can be 
independently designed and connected to the network 205, and thereby, be updated 
and improved without further changes required at web server 202. In addition, the 
speech server 204 can service many client devices 30, phones 80 and 81 and/or web 
servers 202), wherein based on data configuration to control voice function. 

As to claim 12," wherein the interface is a Web form running on a Web browser, 
the input configuration data comprises data within the Web form, and the data terminal 
is further operable to extract the data within the Web form and to compose a data 
message comprising corresponding configuration data for the network" Hon discloses 
(col. 2, lines 17-21, the method includes receiving a web page from a web server 
pursuant to an application through the data channel and rendering the web page on the 
2G phone. Speech is received from the user corresponding to at least one data field on 
the web page), wherein data is extracted from web page for data configuration input. 

As to claim 14, "A mobile phone comprising: a user interface arranged to enable 
a controller to input configuration data" Hon discloses (Col. 3, lines 39-41, Referring 
now to FIG. 1 , an exemplary form of a data management device (PIM, PDA or the like) 
is illustrated at 30) and (lines 4-50, Alternatively, or in addition, one or more buttons 35 
can be included on the device 30 for navigation. In addition, other input mechanisms 
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such as relatable wheels, rollers or the like can also be provided), wherein many input 
interface devices can be used for data input; 

"a processor operable to receive the configuration data from the user interface 
and to control availability of voice transmission functionality of the mobile phone 
according to the configuration data" Hon discloses (Col. 5, lines 1-3, The invention may 
also be practiced in distributed computing environments where tasks are performed by 
remote processing devices that are linked through a communications network) and ( 
lines 8-10,those skilled in the art can implement the description and figures as 
processor executable instructions, which can be written on any form of a computer 
readable medium),wherein input data configuration can implemented by the processor.. 

As to claim 15," a record carrier comprising software operable to carry out the 
method of claim 1" Hon discloses (col.3, line 66 and col. 4, lines 1-3, ROM 58 can also 
be used to store the operating system software for the device that controls the basic 
functionality of the mobile 30 and other operating system kernel functions (e.g., the 
loading of software components into RAM 54), wherein ROM can store software as 
record carrier to perform the functions of mobile phone. 

As to claim 16, "A software utility configured for carrying out the method steps as 
claimed in claim 1" Hon discloses ( col. 3. lines 51-54. Referring now to FIG. 2, a block 
diagram illustrates the functional components comprising the mobile device 30. A 
central processing unit (CPU) 50 implements the software control functions. CPU 50 is 
coupled to display 34 so that text and graphic icons generated in accordance with the 
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controlling software appear on the display 34), wherein software provide and receive 
data configuration function as claim 1 . 

As to claim 17, system claim 17 is drawn to the method of using the 
corresponding system claimed in claims 11. Therefore system claim 17 is rejected for 
the same reasons of obviousness as used claim 1 1 above. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made 

7. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hon as 
applied to claim 1 above, and in view of Helferich ( US Patent Number 6,462,646 B2). 

As to claim 6, Hon teaches the availability of the voice transmission. Hon does 
not explicitly disclose "wherein impeding comprises delaying access to the voice 
transmission functionality". 

In an analogous art, Helferich discloses (Col. 13, lines 33-37, If the user chooses 
to delay the call at step 141 until another session or some later time the message is left 
flagged for retrieval at the next session or after the delay and the process ends at step 
140, with the timer 28), wherein user is able to delay calls for pre-determined time 
period. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to be motivated to implement the mobile phone of Hon 
after modifying it to incorporate the programmable timer of Helferich since the timer may 
be programmed by the user so that messages are delivered at off-peak hours to lower 
cost (see abstract). 

8. Claims 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hon as applied to claim 1 above, and in view of Hietalahti ( US Patent Number 
5,995,825). 

As to claim 7, "Hon teaches "wherein the availability of the voice transmission 
functionality is controlled in accordance with received data configuration". Hon does not 
explicitly disclose "functionality is controlled in accordance with a pre-determined 
budget". 

In an analogous art, Hietalahti discloses (col. 3, lines 50-54, this is especially so 
when the receiving subscriber is far away, e.g., several separate radio telephone 
networks away, or when the arriving call is not answered at the receiving subscriber's 
end. The total duration of these states may be up to several minutes), wherein call 
function can be determined by predetermined time duration as budget for the calling 
time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to be motivated to implement the mobile phone of Hon 
after modifying it to incorporate the predetermined time duration as budget for the 
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calling time of Helferich since Helferich's intention is designed to be implemented into 
existing call control state machines by modifying the software in both the subscriber 
devices and the network (see Col. 6 lines 38-40). 

As to claim 8, have limitations similar to those treated in the above rejection(s) for 
claim 7, and are met by the references as discussed above. 

As to claim 9," Hon teaches the availability of the voice transmission functionality. 
Hon does not explicitly disclose" wherein the budget is based on the time duration of 
voice transmission from the mobile phone". 

In an analogous art, Hietalahti discloses (col. 5, lines 53-61, It is not even 
sensible to allow the call waiting service during the mobile terminated connection setup 
phase, because the only thing that may unnecessarily stretch the connection setup is 
the case where the user does not answer the telephone. The connection termination 
phase naturally is short in duration, because the DISCONNECT and RELEASE 
messages are sent at nearly the same time that the user terminates the call, e.g., with 
the telephone's END CALL button), wherein the budget is based on duration of call and 
can be terminated by user. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to be motivated to implement the mobile phone of Hon 
after modifying it to incorporate call duration budgets of Hietalahti since the subscriber 
device has a control message announcing the arrival of a new call via the control 
channel, which service is valid in desired phases or parts of phases of the call. (See 
abstract). 
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As to claim 10, have limitations similar to those treated in the above rejection(s) 
for claim 9, and are met by the references as discussed above 

9. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hon as 
applied to claiml 1 above, and in view of Ron et al. ( US patent Number 6,775,359 B1 ). 

As to claim 13, Hon teaches" an interface is a telephone, the input configuration 
data". Hon does not explicitly disclose "data comprises a verbal command, and the data 
terminal is further operable to transcode the verbal command to a data message 
comprising corresponding configuration data for the network". 

In an analogous art, Ron discloses (Col. 5, lines 8-12, Alternatively, when the 
sender selects the response message from his mailbox, the recorded reply file can be 
processed and converted to a textual message (e.g., by using speech-to-text 
conversion software), which is read by the sender. Suitable software capable of 
converting voice to text is well known in the art), wherein verbal command to a data text 
message is easily converted. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to be motivated to implement the mobile phone of Hon 
after modifying it to incorporate the teaching of Ron to provide an alternative method to 
communicate with mobile phone or the network. (See col. 5). 

Conclusion 

10. The prior arts are made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's discloses. 
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• US Patent Number 6,421 ,544 B1 to Sawada discloses a similar invention as 
recited in claims 1-10. 

• US Patent Number 5,771 ,455 to Kennedy, III et al. discloses a similar invention 
as recited in claims 11-17. 

.Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KUO WOO whose telephone number is (571)270-7266. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Abul Azad can be reached on 571-272-7599. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/KUO WOO/ /ABUL AZAD/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 4133 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 41 33 



